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(fortifications), Captain Meyer (reconnaissance), and Captain
Vietinghoff von Scheel (tactics and subsidiary branches).
The examination took place on 14th July, in presence of my
father, before General von Holleben, the formidable president
of the Military Chief Examination Board; and I am glad to
say I came through all right.

The regulations for the training of the infantry were practi-
cally the same at the time of my joining up as they were at
the beginning of the nineteenth century. There had been a
few modifications, such as the introduction of half-battalions
by General von Steinmetz, a little before the war of I860,
The alteration in the regulations, so much desired by the
troops, had come neither in 1886 nor in 1870. Thus, on one
side, it was prescribed by the regulations that in battalion
drill, movements should be made only by command of the
battalion commander; on the other hand, in battle exercises,
the battalion was divided into four columns by companies,
whose officers, stationed at the heads of the columns, trans-
mitted the commands of the battalion commander to the
men. In the case of tactics in battalion columns the captain
was thus reduced to the position of a mere section-leader ;
in the case of company columns he was an independent order-
giving officer. In the first case the battalion executed all its
movements as a unit under the command of the battalion
commander, just as a company does under its captain ; in the
second case, the captains repeated and passed on the orders
of the commander. In the battle-order tactics for the reserves,
the line and the column were used alternately. The regiment
moving forward from the reserves was (e.g.) led in three parallel
battalions, " deployed in line/' with drums beating and the
regimental band playing the York March. The men had to
keep step and preserve strict accuracy of line. This form of
advance was universally known as the " English Attack/'
It is easily understood that a great deal of time had to be
spent in attaining perfection in these movements by line
and column.

The open or skirmishers* formation was, on the contrary,
treated in a stepmotherly fashion. From the point of view